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Madam Chairman, distinguished guest, members of the board, faculty and friends.  

Someone once wrote:

Why do I teach music?
-not because I expect you to become a professional musician
-not because I expect you to play or sing all your life
-not so you can relax and have fun

But rather
-so you will be human
-so you will recognize beauty
-so you will be close to an infinite beyond this world
-so you will have something to cling to
-so you will have more love, more compassion, more gentleness, more good...in short, more life!

Some teachers simply teach music; others use music to teach about life by setting goals for students and then lighting the flame of enthusiasm that will help them archeive these goals.

We must teach students to learn to love music so that they will come to love to learn it.  In order to do this the teacher needs to give of herself.  Love and enthusiasm are shared things that free us to grow.  As a wise teacher once said to students, “No one can predict to what heights you can soar.  Even you will not know until you spread your wings.”

When I first came to the Stratford area after I immigrated to Canada in 1958, I heard the name of one particular music teacher spoken with respect and admiration over and over again: Sister Callistus.  I did not know then that we would be colleagues some day, not that I (like so many others) would learn so much from her about music and about life.

Sister Callistus has that rare gift - by quiet instinct and generous example she helped us, students and colleagues alike, to spread our wings and to soar.  She truly cared.

Sister Callistus began musical studies at a very early age in her native England.  Her family emigrated to London, Ontario in 1924, and she continued her studies there.  At the age of fifteen she earned the Associate Diploma in Piano Performance from the Toronto Conservatory of Music.  But, Madam Chairman, this was only the beginning, because of our honorary graduate today, learning was to become a lifelong pursuit.  There followed a second associate diploma in organ, a licentiate diploma in piano from Western Ontario Conservatory, a numerous summer programs and clinics with some of the world’s leading pianists and teachers, including Gertrude Huntley-Green, Harvey Robb, Jacques Abram, among others.  During 1955-6 academic year she attended the Pius XII Institute of Fine Arts in Florence, Italy when she auditioned for and was accepted as a student of Paulo Nardi.  As she herself continued to spread her wings, she also found time to commence a teaching career, to add voice and violin to her studies, and to travel throughout Canada as adjudicator and clinician sharing her art and pedagogical experiences with other teachers and their students.

Those of us who live in south western Ontario probably know Sister Callistus best as the Principal of St. Joseph’s School of Music.  She had joined the Congregation of St. Joseph in 1930 and now in 1953 took on the important task of heading up the school of music.  Under her guidance over the next thirty years, the school grew in size and reputation to earn a name that became synonymous with music in London and beyond.  It was during this period that she became associated with Western Ontario Conservatory of Music, first as an examiner in 1958, then as a member of the Board of Directors, and finally, when the St. Joseph School merged with the Conservatory in 1982, as senior piano teacher, a position she fulfilled faithfully until her retirement this year.

It is fair to say that her long career has not only been one of sharing, but also one of service to the musical community at large.  From time to time Sister Callistus has made major contributions as executive member of The Ontario Registered Music Teachers’ Association and the Canadian Music Competitions (at both the national and local levels).  Within her congregation, she served for many years as chapel organist and continues to do so today.

It might be said that throughout the many facets of her career she has instilled in all those musicians who had the privilege of knowing her St. Paul’s admonition: to sing (or perhaps play) with the spirit and with the understanding also.  May we all follow the example set by the life and work of this wonderful musician, mentor and friend whom we honour this afternoon.  She has indeed, in the words of the Jubilate Deo, “served the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song”.

Madam Chairman, I have the honor or presenting to you for the Diploma of Licentiate in Music, honoris causa, Reverend Sister Callistus Arnsby, CSJ.
